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AT LEAST, THAT'S WHAT THE 
OLD WOMAN WHO LIVES 
NEXT ТО US ALWAYS SAYS. 


WE ALL LIVE IN A PLACE THAT THE 
REST OF THE WORLD CALLED 
JAPAN. BACK WHEN ТНЕРЕ WAS A 
“REST OF THE WORLD,” 


NOW, THERE IS ONLY THE SUPER | 
- METROPOLIS THAT THE MANGA-KA 
KO KEPT WARNINE US WOULO HAPPEN. 
«x 


Ë š 
Sah 


7 AGAIN IN A GOLDEN LAND OF 
OPPORTUNITY AND ADVENTURE! 


AN INTERNATIONAL PLACE, A 
REFUGE FOR EVERYONE WHO 
SURVIVED THE WARS. A CITY OF 
THE FUTURE BUILT ВУ ROBOTS. 


A CITY WHERE EVERYONE 15 
WELCOMED. EVERYONE... 
EXCEPT ROBOTS. 
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ес Ч 
NOWADAYS, © & 
ALL РОД" ACE C» 
MADE WITH 7 


STILL NO LOVE 
FOR ROBOTS. 
EXPLAIN THAT TO 
ME, МСНКО. 










"PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION. 
“PERSONAL DIGITAL ASSISTANTS. 
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ИМ, BECAUSE 
ROBOTS 
SUCK, CHIRENP I GUESS 
EVERYBODY YOU'RE 
é KNOWS THAT. RIGHT... 
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OF 

СОНЕЗЕ ТМ ` 

RIGHT. T JUST r 

LOOKED IT ИР 

\ ON WIKIPEDIA 
NIHONGO-BAN. 


| 





BATTERIES? 
M+M PEANUT? 
MoviE 
DOWNLOADS? 
NEW STYLUS? 





E MY AI-PHONE 
"» LETS МЕ DO AMAZING THINGS 
FOR MYSELF. DUMB OU 
ROBOTS JUST WANT ТО, LIKE, 
DO EVERYTHING FOR YOU. 


h А 
Н WHAT РИМ IS THAT? 
| “чыын 








и . ms 
ENERGY DRINK? ча’ 
ORI MAKI > 
ARARE? ONLY 
ONE DOLLAR! 







| HAVE ON 











SELLING / 
NOCK-OFFS, EH? ANOTHER WHO'S WITH MEP 
EASON ROBOTS SHOULO ВЕ 
OUTLAWED. ТМЕ A GOOD MIND TO 
KNOCK YOUR HEAD OFF! 







CHOCO BARS? 
COUGH! E 





SARIN GAS? 






— —— | 
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| .SUMIMASEN. YOU'RE SORRY?! THESE | 
PEOPLE WILL ОТЕ UNLESS --! d 










С У Michiko? /? WHAT'S 
| НАРРЕММЕР 
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1 - Я \ А 

ENOUGH ДР У 1 
SHOULD RUSH INTO Е 

<2 


2 
) | У 
L4 
ДОЮ 
"Tu А 7 
THE САР ANO SAVE 7 | Ire AA Y 7 
ANYONE WHO ISN'T А НАМИ N 
ALREADY -- AS a" NS өң Ay 
кə SON 
КОЛУ? 
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" OH, YOU'RE 
> UNCONSCIOUS. 

















DESTRUCTION, HADST THOSE "PEOPLE" NOT ABUSED THIS POOR, 







FORTINBRASS? 
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ARE YOU TERROR, AND LIKE THE » FALLEN SOLDIER, THE GAS COULD NOT, BY DESIGN, 
RESPONSIBLE FOR MAYHEM? AYE. PEOPLE YOU KILLED ON THE HAVE BEEN RELEASED IN THE FIRST PLACE. 
THIS — THIS --? VERILY. TRAIN? NEVER! 
2 Le | ! ] r7 м 
Ж | Imp аа п " 
) h | Ñ Now, PASS ME ON * | | | | | | ue Е РБ рази 
\ s HUMAN SO THAT | MAY | | = 
і a | zs SLAY HER. | | | || | | | THEMSELVES. 


TELL ME, HOW MANY 

HUMAN LIVES DIDST 

AND HEREP | SAVE, DEFENDING P j |, | AM ONLY TAKING A FEW 

WHAT DIO THEY ОО TO DESERVE THIS PLACE IN THEIR № D 4 ох ( = BACK, AS PAYMENT FOR 
ТО ВЕ SLAUGHTEREDP i> SERVICE? FIGHTING ۵ 7 WHAT THEY IN THEIR 

і THEIR WARS? TURN HAVE DONE TO US. 


























з Р SHOULO I ... BUY THE 
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OU SUPER >= ДЕ 


D LIKE A 
zvane? DINE + / 









ЕОРПМВеД 56 IS A VIKING SERIES WA? ROBOT, JUST 
LIKE THE GREAT МАСНМОЕР HIMSELF. ONLY SMALLER. | 


E) VAM v 


жа 7 bur Ер та 
PUNCHING АМ UNARMED GIRL FROM BEHIND NOTWITHSTANDING, THE VIKING 
SERIES IS NOTED РОР A PASSION AND BRAVERY BEYOND ITS PROGRAMMING. 
THAT EXPLAINS WHY THERE ДРЕ SO FEW MODELS LEFT AFTER THE WARS, 








za aN 
IT MIGHT ALSO EXPLAIN HOW A ONCE-CHIVALRIC 


DEFENDER CAN HAVE BECOME SUCH A MURDEROUS 
MONSTER. EXPLAIN, MAYBE. BUT NOT EXCUSE. 








IT DOTH PAIN ME THAT THOU 
HAST FORCED MY HAND, 
SISTER. BUT IF THOU ART NOT 
WITH US, THEN SURELY --! 








Бо k!! I'D ВЕТТЕР CONCENTRATE. 


THERE SHOULD ВЕ А Ë 
HIDDEN MAINTENANCE 
DOOR SOMEWHERE - НАХ 5 













/ и d і Y 
MICHIKO! АВЕ | 
«и» «СС —— x Y 
b Ди "КОМ 
ІН ` À = - roy «Й б 
YES, I --!!! NA Ж 


24 


\ wis 
` UM, YOUR ARM IS ALL 
*BZZT* *8ZZT* *ezzT.* 





© МІСНКО --WArT! 
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5 55? е 
ТМ OFFICER SEIKO UDOKU, THIS 
IS ASSISTANT POLICE INSPECTOR 


EH ¥ am КАРО TOSEN. 


D ; ARE YOU 
FU INJURED? CAN YOU 
PLEASE TELL US 
WHAT HAPPENED 
ЕСЕР 





NOW SEE HERE, YOUNG LADY! WHEN АМ 


OFFICER OF THE SECURITY BUREAU - ROBOT Wwe “@ 
DIVISION ADDRESSES YOU DIRECTLY, THE " ALL DUE 
LEAST YOU CAN DO IS TURN AROUND AND РЕЗРЕСТ 
GIVE HER ALL ОЦЕ RESPECT! TO YOU, 
4 INSPECTOR 
-- AREN'T YOU 


OMING ON A BIT 



















WAIT! 


4 SO THE ROBOT COPS CAN 
NN. h 


ARREST YOU FOR BEING A 
STUPID ROBOT LIAR! 
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W AND you j 
WONDER WHY 


MADE CAPTAIN. ® 
| IT'S THE LITTLE „248 
шы THINGS LIKE 









PERHAPS YOU'RE 
RIGHT... 


Ed 


WAITAMINUTE! 


WHATHAPPENED?P! j 
p^ 
1 


























SEE, THIS 
IS WHAT I'M TALKING ABOUT. YOU SCARED 
HER AWAY. OUR ONLY WITNESS. 


“SCATTERED CLOUDS, Ls 


j DISAPPEARING MIST?” *SIGH* IT’S LIKE LAST WEEK 
ALL OVER AGAIN. THOSE DEMOLITION DROIOS 
THAT “ACCIDENTALLY” BULLOOZED THE KO-SHINTO 

SHRINEP 







7 вит-вит-вит-вит HOW--? IT- 
ù ИТ... имедм MUSHO! 


AN 
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YOU LET THE 
MACHINES OFF THE HOOK, ВИТ 
ARRESTED THE ANGRY BYSTANDERS FOR 
INCITING AN АМТІ-РОВОТ РОТ! 


pan жар A 


YOUR SOFT 
SPOT FOR ROBOTS AND HARD-ON 
FOR HUMANS IS STARTING TO AFFECT 
MY PERFORMANCE! 


Ml И 


MAYBE YOU 
DON'T WANT TO ADVANCE IN YOUR CAREER, ВИТ 
I'M NOT SWEEPING ИР AFTER WAYWARD WASHING 
MACHINES FOR THE REST OF MINE! 
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SINCE YOU'VE › 
GOT ALL THE ANSWERS, TELL МЕ THIS; > 

HOW ARE WE SUPPOSED ТО GET ОЦР 
4 = SUSPECT INTO THE CAR? 
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FORTINBRASS . . . OF UNIMPROVED METAL, HOT AND FULL. 


АТ LEAST, ІТ WOULD’VE MADE 
My LIFE A LITTLE EASIER. 


HUMANITY CRUSHED BENEATH A 
MECHANICAL FOOT? COWERING IN THE 
SHADOWS, AWAITING JUDGMENT DAY? 


THAT WOULD’VE BEEN NICE. 


THE NEW ARRIVALS WEREN'T TOO KEEN ОМ 

ROBOTS TO BEGIN WITH. AND COMPETING 
AFTER THE WARS PRETTY WITH THEM FOR JOBS, SPACE, ETC., DIDN'T 
MUCH DESTROYED EVERY EXACTLY MAKE FOR A SMOOTH TRANSITION. 
COLINTRY EXCEPT JAPAN, 
E ro E AND JAPAN IS NOTHING IF NOT 

ИА TEUN ACCOMMODATING TO GUESTS, 
: EVEN PERMANENT ONES. 


INSTEAD, OF COURSE, IT’S THE OTHER 
ИДУ ДРОЦМО. ROBOTS WERE CREATED 
TO MAKE HUMANS’ LIVES EASIER. 


AND, BY FIGHTING THEIR WARS 
FOR THEM, TO MAKE HUMAN 
DEATHS МОРЕ DIFFICULT. FOR 
OUP SIDE, ANYWAY. 
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BUT IT WASN'T ALWAYS 
THIS WAY ONCE, PROF 
JOULES COULOMB 
AND HIS МАСНМОЕР 
CONCEPT WERE A DREAM 
COME TRUE. 


BEFORE 
LONG, ROBOT 
RESENTMENT 
WAS PERVASIVE. 
THEIR 


CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOREOTTEN BY 
A GENERATION 
THAT, LIKE 
MICHIKO, WAS 


JUST IN THE ИДУ 


EVEN THE GREAT 
МАСНМОЕР, ONCE 
ОНР SUPREME 
PROTECTOR, 15 NOW 
PARTIALLY CONVERTED 
ТО CONDOMINIUMS, 


BODEGAS, AND 
PACHINKO PARLORS, 


THE FIRST ROBOTS 
PERFORMED DIFFICULT 
AND MUNDANE TASKS FOR 
A COUNTRY HIT HARD BY 
NATURAL AND MANMADE 
DISASTERS, WAR, AND A 
SHRINKING BIRTH PATE. 


МОРЕ AUTONOMOUS, THEY 
WERE ЕМТРИЗТЕО WITH МОРЕ 
AND VARIED RESPONSIBILITY. 


HE BROUGHT HIS DREAM TO JAPAN, 
WHERE ІТ WAS EMBRACED BY THE CULTURE 
AND MADE РЕДІ. BY THE TECHNOLOGY. 





AS THEY BECAME МОРЕ 
SOPHISTICATED, THE ROBOTS BEGAN 
TO QUESTION ТНЕР LOT IN LIFE, 


ALWAYS A FORWARD THINKER, НЕ HAD A CONTINGENCY 
PLAN FOR THE COMING МАСНМОЕР REVOLUTION. 


FTN" 


LOTS OF PEOPLE THINK THEY 
WERE CREATED TO “SERVE А 
PURPOSE.” I KNOW I WAS. 
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AND AS THEY BECAME / 

MORE CONCERNED WITH / 
THE POSSIBILITY OF 

ROBOTIC REBELLION, / 
THE HUMANS BEGAN 


TO QUESTION THE 
PROFESSOR, 
” 








SINCE MOST ROBOTS STILL SERVED ТНЕТР PURPOSE - 
WITHOUT INCIDENT, THE NATIONAL DIET PLACED STRICT LIMITS = 
ON THEM, FALLING JUST SHORT OF AN OUTRIGHT BAN. 


зії 


THE PROFESSOR COULD ONLY GET ENOUGH PAW MATERIALS 
TO МАКЕ ME. AND I HAD TO PASS AS HIS GRANDDAUGHTER 
ЕОР THE ЕРЕЕООМ TO РЕРЕОРМ MY FUNCTION. 


rn 











I STUDIED EVERY МАСНМОЕР MAKE 
AND MODEL, AND HOW TO INCAPACITATE 
THEM, IF NECESSARY TO PREVENT THEM 

FROM DOING ANY HARM TO HUMANS. 








I DON’T THINK ROBOTS DESERVE TO BE TREATED THE WAY 
THEY HAVE BEEN, ВИТ TERRORIZING PEOPLE WON'T REPAIR 
HUMAN-ROBOT RELATIONS. AND WE STILL NEED EACH OTHER. 


2 ПА 





END OF INFO-DUMP IT’S 
IMPORTANT TO ARCHIVE OLD 
FILES AND FREE UP SPACE | 
FOR THINGS. LIKE WHAT 
HAPPENED TODAY... 


і | | / | EVER SINCE 
L THE BOSOZOKU BROKE oue 
: | STREET-SWEEPING MACHINDER, I'VE 
| HAD TO ОО IT MYSELF \ 
= V 2 | | | \ 
та N 
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I DON'T 
ММО, ВИТ THE РОВОТ DID A 
BETTER JOB OF IT. 





A NEW, 
IMPROVED, 
MODERN WAY TO 
FEEL! 


№ 


ee oles, зо 
== — 2 - 
LJ t 
THIS PLACE HAS BECOME OH, NEVER 


A PARODY, A PERVERSE 
WESTERN STEREOTYPE. 


е 


MIND А SILLY, ОГО LADY. 
YOU SHOULD ASK THAT ===] 
GAIJIN “GRANDFATHER” OF 
YOURS TO REPAIR THAT ARM 
FOR YOU, СНРЕМ. 









IF I WERE A 
й YOUNGER WOMAN -- LIKE 
PLEASE DON'T YOU -- 1 WOULD ... I WOULO 
BOW, DEAR. THIS ISN'T JAPAN. SUMMON MY GREAT GUARDIAN I WOULON’T 
NOT ANY MORE. BEAST, AND - ANO --! WANT THAT CRAZY 


MOTORCYCLE GANG TO 
BREAK YOU, TOO. 





А зе mA i i^ ST 


|, ВЕ НЕВЕ + asa 


АКУУ HAF NO 5 yon TEM ч UPS” HERE, ОР 
Е. ONCE CHIEN [3 DEACTNATÉO A 
аар HAT'S ІТ I'M SORR 
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РЕМ? ЕР, PLEASE . 
SHE'S JUST A GIRL. 


О BRAVE NEW GIRL! THAT ~eg 


HAS SUCH PROGRAMS IN IT! | 


YOU WOULD DO WELL ʻi 
TO REMEMBER WHAT 















THAT GUY'S 
WOUND A ВП TOO 
TIGHTLY. 











RENZLER IS 
DANGEROUS, AND HE ISN'T 
ENTIRELY WRONG, WHICH 


N MAKES HIM DOLIBLY SO. А 
—— 


ALL OF THIS 
IS MY FAULT. Т ONLY WANTED ... 
TO HELP PEOPLE. I THOUGHT T 


















YOU ARE 
3 MY ONLY HOPE 
-- THE LAST LINE `V 
2 OF DEFENSE A 

















m» Ç 
SERT \ >’ \ 







AGAINST WAS AFRAIO HE 
MECHANICAL WAS GOING TO 
ANARCHY. MY HURT You. 
"SHADANKI." 

МУ стеситт- 








ВРЕДКЕР. 







нимен! 
I THOUGHT 1 WAS 
“JUST A GIRL.” 





T WORRY — 


YOU ДРЕ A VERY 
SMART AND CAPABLE YOUNG WOMAN. ABOUT MYSELF, TOO -- 
" , THAT I CAN'T LIVE UP TO 
ВИТ IT DOESN'T MEAN T DON'T 
WORRY ABOUT YOU. YOUR FAITH IN МЕ. 


А ET NT 


A | p» 


M 4 
и. 
&l pw. 

Хач. (№ \ 
KNOWING | 
HOW TO 
DISABLE A — 
шасын М arm EN 


THE SAME EVER ASK OF YOU IS THAT YOU 
AS ACTUALLY 0 PLEASE DO YOUR BEST. GANBATTE 
DOING т ^ KUDASAI! 
à | j | 





EEE EEE 


I'LL ВЕ HAPPY WHEN THEY 
FINALLY MAKE ROBOTS ILLEGAL. 


THEN, WE CAN 
ACTUALLY DO SOME POLICE 
WORK INSTEAD OF THIS - THIS - 
GLORIFIED TOW TRUCK SERVICE 
WE’RE RUNNING NOW. 


ANOTHER 
COWARDLY INCIDENT LIKE TODAY 
SHOULD JUST ABOUT DO IT, 
WOULON'T YOU AGREEP 


WHAT WAS THAT? 


I АВНОР 
VIOLENCE OF ANY KIND, ВИТ 1 DO 
NOT ДЕРЕЕ THAT WHAT HAPPENED 
WAS NECESSARILY A COWAROLY 
ACT. IT COULD BE CONSTRUED AS 
SELF-DEFENSE. 


THE WANTON 
MURDER OF INNOCENT 
COMMUTERS AND 
PEDESTRIANS?! 


WHAT WAS ТНАТР/Р 


FORTINGRASS 
WAS А SOLDIER/ NO ONE 
HERE OBJECTED WHEN HIS 
“MURDERING” WAS DONE IN THE 
NAME OF “PEACE.” 


АМО НЕ 
WAS VERY 
BRAVE. Т SHOULD 
KNOW! T FOUGHT 
ALONGSIDE HIM IN 
THE LAST WAR! 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING ABOUT? YOU 
НДО TO ВЕ -- WHAT? --EIGHT 
OR NINE YEARS OLD BACK 
THEN! 





DON'T MAKE ME LAUGH! 
BUT DONT MAKE ME 
KILL YOU, EITHER, 

KARO. | DONT WANT ANY 

TROUBLE. |M JUST HERE 
FOR MY FRIEND. 


YOU DION'T 
HAVE TO DO THIS. NOT 
EVERYONE |S AGAINST YOU! Т 
ABHOR VIOLENCE OF ANY KINO! d 
THIS IS SELF-DEFENSE! 7 | 


YOU REALLY ARE A 
MAN OUT OF SEASON, 
ARENT YOU? TOO BAD. 


O PROUD FORTINBRASS. 
WHAT FEAST IS TOWARD IN 
THINE ETERNAL SHELL? 








PLEASE 
FORGIVE THIS INTRUSION. ТАМ 
CALLED SEN. ТАМ... NEW TO 
THIS PLACE, OR RATHER, IT I5 NEW 
TO ME, AND I CAME UP HERE TO 
GET MY BEARINGS. TO SEE HOW 
MUCH THINGS HAVE CHANGED, 


IT HAS BEEN 
ONE WEEK SINCE MY 
REST WAS DISTURBED 
AND I AWOKE INTO THIS 
NIGHTMARE REALM. IN 
THAT TIME, Т HAVE COME 
TO REALIZE JUST HOW FAR 
МЕ МЕ STRAYED FROM THE 
WAY THINGS SHOULD ВЕ. 
IF THAT 
SOLILOQUY FOR 
YOUR FRIEND IS ANY 
INDICATION, YOU AND T 
WOULD APPEAR ТО BE 
OF THE SAME ММО ON 
THAT, ISN'T IT SOP 
` 


You . . . YOU 
SHOULDNT BE 
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AH, PERHAPS A ‘® 
DEMONSTPATION 15 
РЕФШРЕО. A SHOW OF 
GOOD FAITH? | 


29 
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Т PROPOSE WE 
WORK TOGETHER 
TOWARD THAT END. 


| И 
PRECISELY на 


MY POINT. BUT THE РАСТ REMAINS > | THINK Го PREFER 
THAT I AM HERE. ANO LIKE YOU, TO CRUSH YOU TO 
I ONLY SEEK PURPOSE IN A BLOOD. 


WORLD THAT NO LONGER HAS 
NEED OF ME. 
















NENEN | | IJI L Z S 

N | - I'VE BEEN SPUTTER — SPUT - | 
RESTORED! ІМ DONT BELIEVE п! How?! 
ALIVE! THE PROFESSOR SAID IT 

N COULDNT BE DONE --! 


| STILL HAVE A HARD 
ALL THINGS || TIME TRUSTING 
ARE POSSIBLE, BECAUSE fi HUMANS ... 
POSSIBILITY EXISTS WITHIN | 


ALL THINGS. | v ts N UL W 


. . s BUT IT 
IS HARDER 
TO ARGUE 


WITH YOUR 
RESULTS. 


и! SOMEONE WITH 44 
YOUR SKILL SET 
TO COUNTER-ACT) 
THE EFFORTS 


ет 


[Т 


OF THOSE 


К ji M | Ss А 
è> WHO'LL SEEK Bl V | | THERE TRULY IS NO LONGER 
Ш TO OPPOSE МҮ | 


j A s) А PLACE IN THIS WORLD FOR 
> | < MISSION. uM 
E EN 


М EITHER OF US, THEN MAYBE IT 
we IS THE WORLD THAT SHOULO 

c SO You've X СНАМЕЕ. 
Y FOLIND YOU? NEW ? 


FUNCTION. АМО NOW, IT 
SEEMS, 50 НАМЕТ... 
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до же THINGS Hi? WAY — 
дете: сас Fest 15ьә2 WAS 
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^. wWuew م‎ 2 100 ^n UKE 
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GREG RUCKA * NICOLA SCOTT 
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detectivejwith t the ` -— 7 
Ропвтой РО апа f 
SwitchStworaspects of her’ / / 
AS she; has struggled tors ^ 7 | 
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Now] someonejis targeting г 
Rowan\t Someone who Ж 
Knows her secrets and | 
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MILLAR ALBUQUERQUE 





LEAST EXPECTED HAD 
AN AMAZING SECRET? 


Mur THE PERSON YOU \ 


й AVAILABLE NOW 


IMAGECOMICS.COM 
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HOWTOONS 
by Nick Dragotta & Saul Griffith 


HOWTOONS: [RE]IGNITION 
by Nick Dragotta, Fred Van Lente, 
Ingrid Dragotta, & Saul Griffith 


G-MAN, VOLUMES 1-3 


by Chris Giarrusso 


ODDLY NORMAL, 


BOOKS 1-3 
by Otis Frampton 


CAMP MIDNIGHT 
by Steven T. Seagle 
& Jason Adam Katzenstein 











PENNY DORA & THE WISHING BOX 
by Michael Stock & Sina Grace 


REED GUNTHER 
by Shane Houghton & Chris Houghton 
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by Michel Gagné 
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